Greening the OR: an Australian perspective.
1. Many hospitals in Australia have become proactive about environmental issues, including use of plastics, disposable drapes, and glutaraldehyde; laundering of linen; and disposal of waste. 2. Although some standards are not mandated (as in the United States), timely, comprehensive guidelines are being published. 3. Environmental advocacy demonstrates the resourcefulness and creativity of perioperative nurses, as well as a commitment to preserving the environment for future generations.